
 
 

 Great Faith—Persistent Prayer 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 16, 2026 

 



Welcome to St. Paul! 
We are glad that you have come to God’s house to be 

fed and strengthened by His holy Word. The order of 
service for today is printed on the insert in this bulletin. 
Guests, we extend a special welcome to you this morning. 
We are privileged to have you as our guest today and 
encourage you to worship with us again soon. 

The Family Quiet Room and Restroom are located 
outside the doors of the sanctuary and to the left. In the 
Family Quiet Room, you can hear and see the service. 
Assisted hearing devices are available for the service. 
Please contact an usher.  

Do you need prayer support? Please call Bonnie England 
at 812-447-7895 to activate our Prayer Chain. Your fellow 
church members will pray for you. 

Our Communion Practice:  We invite and encourage 
those who have been instructed, confirmed, and confess 
the faith of this congregation and other congregations of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to receive the 
Sacrament. Communicants at this altar acknowledge their 
sins, believe that the body and blood of Christ are truly 
present in the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, 
and desire the Spirit’s help to turn from their sins.  

Those who are not communing are invited to come 
forward and receive a blessing by placing their arms across 
their chest.  

If you have questions regarding our Communion 
teaching and practice, please speak to a pastor. 

Communion Preparation: To prepare for the Lord’s 
Supper, you may wish to pray the prayer on the inside cover 
of the hymnal or review the Christian Questions and 
Answers on pages 329-330. 

 

Today’s Christian Education Opportunities 
First Steps of Faith (Infants and Toddlers with a parent) 

meets in the conference room  
Sunday School classes for preschool-sixth grade 
Confirmation Classes for grades 7-8 led by DCE Probst 
SPY Youth Class (grades 9-12) led by Pastor Patterson  
Lord, Teach Us to Pray Adult Class led by Pastor Bauman 

meets in the fellowship room 
 

Serving Today 
Organist: Kantor Dan Mau 

Acolytes: 8 AM Service Otto Seifer 
10:45 AM Service Faith Fohne 

 
 

Church Calendar 
Pastor Fickenscher on vacation August 19th-22nd 

Today 8:00 AM Divine Service 
 9:00 AM Radio Service WYGS 91.1 FM  
 9:10 AM Fellowship 
 9:30 AM Sunday School   
 10:45 AM Divine Service—English and 
  Spanish 
 Noon Lunch 
 12:15 PM Youth Confirmation  
 12:45 PM Jr. Handchimes Rehearsal 
 1:15 PM Jr. Handbells Rehearsal  
 3:00 PM “Pre-”School Event  
 7:00 PM Lutheran Hour WYGS 91.1 FM 
Monday First Day for Little Doves 
    8:20 AM Chapel 
 10:00 AM Homeschool Religion Class 
 10:00 AM Small Group Handbells Rehearsal 
Tuesday First Day for Little Lambs 
    8:20 AM Chapel 
Wednesday First Day of STREAM 
 9:00 AM Bible Study 
 10:15 AM Matins Service 
 6:00 PM Bible Study 
 6:00 PM Sr. Handbells Rehearsal 
 7:00 PM Sr. Choir Rehearsal  
Next Sunday 8:00 AM Divine Service 
 9:00 AM Radio Service WYGS 91.1 FM  
 9:10 AM Fellowship 
 9:30 AM Sunday School   
 10:45 AM Divine Service—English and 
  Spanish  
 Noon Lunch 
 12:15 PM Spanish Bible Study 
 12:15 PM Youth Confirmation  
 12:45 PM Jr. Handchimes Rehearsal 
 1:15 PM Jr. Handbells Rehearsal  
 7:00 PM Lutheran Hour WYGS 91.1 FM 
 
 

 

THE FLOWERS IN CHURCH… are given in honor of Caleb 
and Samantha Barringer's tenth wedding anniversary on 
August 13th. 

 

THE SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER… is available in the 
gathering space or online at stpaulcolumbus.org.  
 
 



Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Prelude When in the Hour of Deepest Need (Hymn 615)—J. Behnke 

 Evening and Morning (Hymn 726)—K. Hildebrand 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Please sign the Record of Fellowship 
 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Opening Hymn 726 
 

Confession of Sins             please stand page 203 
 

Kyrie and Gloria in Excelsis                             page 204 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even though we are 

undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness and mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C Amen.                                                    please be seated 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

Thus says the LORD: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon My salvation will come, and My righteousness 

be revealed. 

And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to Him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be 

His servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast My covenant—these I will 

bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

will be accepted on My altar; for My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” The Lord GOD, who 

gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, “I will gather yet others to Him besides those already gathered.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading  Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32 

[Paul writes:] I ask, then, has God rejected His people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant 

of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. 

Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry in 

order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. For if their rejection means the 

reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? 

As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of 

their forefathers. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. For just as you were at one time disobedient 

to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, so they too have now been disobedient in 

order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. For God has consigned all to 

disobedience, that He may have mercy on all. 
P This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse please stand and sing page 205 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 



Holy Gospel  Matthew 15:21-28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th chapter. C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite 

woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 

severely oppressed by a demon.” But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and begged Him, 

saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before Him, saying, “Lord, help me.” And He answered, “It is not right to 

take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 

from their masters' table.” Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you 

desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ.                                                    

 

Apostles Creed page 207 
 

Little Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day 615 
         

Sermon                                                    Great Faith—Persistent Prayer Matthew 15:21-28 
 

Prayer of the Church please stand 
 

Offering 720 
 

Service of the Sacrament please stand  pages 208-210 
 

Distribution 824 stanzas 1-2, 754, 653, 690, 845 

Visitors: Please read the Communion statement on the inside front cover of the bulletin. 
 

Closing Liturgy please stand  pages 211-212 
 

Closing Hymn 824 stanza 3 
 

Postlude Salvation Unto Us Has Come, BMV 638 (Hymn 555)—J. S. Bach 
 

 

Great Faith—Persistent Prayer Matthew 15:21-28 
 

“God’s not answering my prayers.” Is this statement true or false? Why? 

 

If you don’t b__________________, you won’t p__________________. 

 

Where there is f_______________, then there will be prayer. 

 

“L____________, h_____________ m______________” is the great prayer of faith.  

 

What do we learn about great faith and persistent prayer from the Canaanite woman? 

 

 + Keep on p________________________. 

 

 + You can pray faithfully, fervently, and confidently because you are a c__________________ of God. 

 



 + You can pray faithfully, fervently, and confidently because your God has the p__________________ to help you. 

 

 + You can pray faithfully, fervently, and confidently because your Lord is m_________________________. 

 

 + You can pray faithfully, fervently, and confidently because your Lord’s c___________________ are more than enough. 
 

Next Sunday’s Readings Isaiah 51:1–6; Romans 11:33-12:8; Matthew 16:13–20 
 

 

LIVING THE SERMON… As you listen to Jesus’ conversation with the Canaanite woman, consider what can you learn 

from her about great faith and persistent prayer. Enhance your prayer life by calling upon the Lord faithfully, 

fervently, and confidently since your Lord hears your every plea and will answer you in the best way and at the best 

time. 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH… Give thanks for the gift of faith and for the gift of prayer. Pray for the Holy Spirit to 

strengthen your faith and to empower you to pray without ceasing, calling upon the Lord for your needs and the 

needs of others.  
 

MEMORY VERSE FOR THE WEEK… I appear to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 

as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Romans 12:1 
 

Youth Events  
KfC (Kids for Christ—fifth graders and younger)   

Harvest Fest—Sunday, September 27th at 4 PM 

Join us at the Schroer Ranch beginning at 4 PM for this family fellowship event. 

Enjoy hayrides, games, pitch-in supper, and many more activities.  

C4Life (sixth-eighth grade)  

Indiana District Youth Retreat at Camp Lakeview—Friday-Saturday, September 11-12  

 Join youth from other congregations for learning and growing in God’s Word, fellowship and fun. Please speak 

to DCE Probst today if you want more information or would like to attend. 

SPY and C4Life Youth Night—Sunday, September 20th from 5-7 PM 

 Youth and their friends are invited to Pastor and Michelle Bauman’s house (3019 Revere Court, Columbus) for 

supper, devotions, games, and fellowship.  

Sunday, September 27th—Harvest Fest 

 C4Life youth are invited and encouraged to attend Harvest Fest and to participate in the devotion which begins 

at 5:30 PM. 

SPY (high schoolers) 

SPY and C4Life Youth Night—Sunday, September 20th from 5-7 PM 

 Youth and their friends are invited to Pastor and Michelle Bauman’s house (3019 Revere Court, Columbus) for 

supper, devotions, games, and fellowship.  

Sunday, September 27th—Harvest Fest 

 SPY are invited and encouraged to attend Harvest Fest and to participate in the devotion which begins at 5:30 

PM. 

Sign up for Y4Life in Washington, DC (grades 9-12) and Higher Things (grades 8-12) 

 The deadline to sign up for these two conferences is Sunday, October 4th. For more information or to sign up, 

please contact DCE Probst. 
 

Friends are always welcome. For more information, speak to DCE Probst or a youth counselor.  
 

 



Extending Christ’s Love  
 The joy was great last Sunday as we committed ourselves to God’s Word using as our 

theme: God Is Our Designer and Builder. Through worship, Faith Milestones, Sunday School, 

confirmation instruction, and Bible classes, we kicked off another year of being built up 

by God’s Word. Young and old signed their names in the Christian Education Center, and 

we were able to extend Christ’s love through our support for the Branaman family.  

 Even as we celebrated together as a church family, Rally Day served as a reminder of how we will be blessed with 

the additional space for mission and ministry through the Christian Education Center. Larger Sunday School 

classrooms, a dedicated space for the Spanish service, and more seating available for meals and fellowship events 

will be a tremendous blessing. Thanks for your generous support of Extending Christ’s Love to respond to this need.  

 The Catalog of Needed Items gives you the opportunity to support Extending Christ’s Love above your pledge. 

Items can be reserved in honor of or in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving for a special event. You can find 

the Catalog online (stpaulcolumbus.org) or print copies are in the gathering space. If you have any questions about 

the Catalog or need assistance reserving items, please contact Phil Burbrink or Rachel Fohne.   

 Please continue to pray for this endeavor, for our congregation, and for those who will be served by God’s Word 

for years to come in the Christian Education Center.  
 

Stewarding HIS Gifts  
Supporting the Lord’s Work  

 There are multiple ways to give to St. Paul. You can always donate online through the website or use the QR code 

on the back page of this bulletin. You can make a one-time donation or schedule weekly or monthly donations 

that you can adjust or cancel at any time. Scheduling online donations can help donors stay up to date on 

general fund and ECL pledges. If you have a question about donating to St. Paul or any of the information below, 

please reach out to Rachel Fohne at 812-343-3786 or rachel.fohne@stpaulcolumbus.org. 

Extending Christ’s Love Pledges 

 Now is an excellent time to revisit your Extending Christ’s Love pledge! The fulfillment of member pledges is an 

essential part of our Extending Christ’s Love financial plan. If you have forgotten details about your pledge, need an 

update on how much you have donated, or need to adjust your pledge, please reach out to Rachel Fohne. These 

details help us with our financial planning. Thank you for your continued generosity and support!  

Multiple Ways to Give with Potential Tax Advantages 

 Did you know there are strategic, tax advantaged ways to give to St. Paul? You can donate appreciated securities 

directly to St. Paul to fulfill your General Fund or Extending Christ’s Love pledges. Donating appreciated securities 

such as stocks, bonds, and mutual funds may offer a tax advantage to the donor. Generally, the tax-deductible value 

of a gift of securities is the current market value as of the date of the gift. Appreciation (capital gains) of this 

donated security is generally not taxable to the donor.  

 Some employers even offer employee stock purchase plans. If you are enrolled in such a plan, you have the 

option to donate these appreciated securities directly to St. Paul. Reach out to your employer to see what options 

are available to you. Also, farmers who donate commodities such as grain directly to the church might be able to 

receive valuable tax benefits. As always, please consult with your tax advisor about your specific situation. 

Donate to our Lutheran Scholarship Granting Organization at St. Paul!  

 Support our SGO fundraising campaign! SGO donations made between June 1, 2026, and May 31, 2027, will 

support our 2027-2028 school year. A donation to our St. Paul Lutheran SGO directly benefits our Early Childhood 

Ministry funding our mission and ministry! Donors receive a 50% state income tax CREDIT! You can donate stocks, 

bonds, mutual funds, grain, and livestock to the SGO and receive a 50% tax credit! Please consult your tax advisor 

for specific tax advice. You can visit www.lutheransgo.org for more information or speak with Rachel Fohne!  

2026-2027 St. Paul SGO Fundraising Goal: $110,000   Amount Raised as of July 31, 2026 $200 

mailto:rachel.fohne@stpaulcolumbus.org


IN OUR PRAYERS… Wedding Anniversaries: Jeff and 

Claudette Schroer 57th anniversary tomorrow; Caleb and 

Samantha Barringer 10th anniversary; Dennis and Janice 

Hoeltke 55th anniversary on August 15th; Sick and 

Recovering: Conner Davis, Chris Nolting, Dennis 

Hoeltke, Barbara Hughes, Arayah Lutz, Marie Tellman, 

Art Ramsey, Dee Schurman, Jax Branaman, Jennifer 

Jeffares, Phyllis Fox, Renee Strietelmeier, Doug Brown, 

Riley Walton, Jill Scheidt, Dakota Faith (Jayne 

Dornquast’s friend), Chaleece Leckron (Jayne 

Dornquast’s friend),  Pastor Jeff Pflug, Nate Rankin 

(Lykins’ brother-in-law), Jim Zeleniuk (Doug and Rhodie 

Brown’s friend), Grayson Harker (Irene Shireman’s 

friend), Liz Hettig (Evelyn Pence and Don Strietelmeier’s 

niece), Jan Forbes (Greg Forbes’ mother), Skye Spears 

(Sharon Templeton’s granddaughter), Anthony Jaynes 

(Toni Howarth’s father), Gloria Olness and Evelyn Sapper 

(Nora Cleary’s sisters), Katy Garza (Clearys’ niece), Lynn 

Ramberg, Ty Ramberg, Deb Larsen, and Ozzy Hentges 

(Kallis' friends), Connie Ball, Linda Hall (Gayla 

Alesandro’s friend), Ed Vogel (Eddie Vogel’s father); 

Active Military: Garrett McGaha, Bryce Cleery (Judy 

Sullivan’s friend), Shane McGowen (Sally Haak’s 

nephew), Peyton Mullins (Sperrys’ friend), Ty 

Chamberlain (Taffy Schroer’s relative), Devin Klein 

(Adam and Kristy Hall’s nephew), Garrett Grider and 

Terry Redelman (Kallis’ friends) 
 

HARVEST MISSION… All are welcome to bring surplus 

produce, plants, and flowers to the Harvest Mission 

table in the gathering space. Anyone can take from this 

table for a donation to St. Paul’s food bank. Please 

contact Nora Cleary at 812-343-9142 for more 

information or to help. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE… 

Please sign up in the gathering space. 

+ Sunday lunches for the fall semester. 

+ Fellowship Hour Hosts  
 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD… We invite you 

to participate in our adult and youth choirs. For more 

information, please contact Kantor Mau.  

Sr. Handbells rehearse on Wednesdays at 6 PM.  

Sr. Choir rehearses Wednesdays at 7 PM  

Small Group Handbells rehearse Mondays at 10 AM.  

Jr. Choir and Children’s Choir rehearse during the 

Sunday School hour. 

Jr. Handchimes rehearse Sundays at 12:45 PM 

Jr. Handbells rehearse Sundays at 1:15 PM. 

“PRE-”SCHOOL EVENT… is today at the education 

building beginning at 3 PM. Preschoolers and their 

families will be able to tour their classrooms, meet their 

teachers, and play together on the playground.  
 

ST PAUL DEWBERRY ICE CREAM SOCIAL… is today 

serving from 4-6 PM at the church (5588 East 900 South, 

Cross Plains). The menu includes hotdogs, coney dogs, 

sloppy joes, coleslaw, chips, desserts, and four flavors of 

homemade hand cranked ice cream. Freewill donation.  
 

OPENING PRESCHOOL CHAPELS… You are invited to 

join our school children and their families for chapel on 

the first day of school and throughout the school year. 

All chapels begin at 8:20 AM. 

+ Little Doves—Tomorrow, August 17th 

+ Little Lambs—This Tuesday, August 18th  
 

HOMESCHOOL RELIGION CLASS… is offered for 

children in first-sixth grades for those in our church 

family and community. The class meets Mondays at 10 

AM beginning tomorrow, August 17th.  For more 

information, please contact Pastor Bauman.  
 

TRIVIA NIGHT AT WAYMANSVILLE… St. Peter 

Waymansville is hosting a trivia night at their church 

(11750 West 930 South, Columbus) this Saturday, 

August 22nd at 6 PM. Registration is $10/person or 

$38/group for a group of four. Walk-ins welcome! Call 

or text Barb Minor to register at 812-372-4193.  
 

TRI-W—Willing Women Workers… All women of the 

congregation are invited and encouraged to join Tri-W 

as they serve in many ways. Tri-W meets the first 

Thursday of every month during the school year. The 

first meeting is September 3rd at 6 PM. Attendance at 

the meetings is encouraged, but not necessary. There 

will be an information table in the gathering space the 

next two Sundays, August 23rd and 30th for those who 

want to learn more about Tri-W or want to sign up to 

serve. Also, if you want more information, you can 

contact Tri-W President Jan Hackman. 
 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN WORKDAY… We serve the 

OGT by sorting donated items the first Tuesday of each 

month. Come and join us Tuesday, September 1st from 

9 AM-noon. If you cannot attend, volunteer anytime 

during their regular hours Tuesday, Wednesday, and 



Thursday from 10 AM-3 PM.  Donations can be dropped 

off in the trailer on the east side of the warehouse. 
 

COMMUNION WAFER MAKING… We are blessed with 

dedicated volunteers who make our Communion 

wafers. You are invited to join us for our next 

Communion wafer making day on Wednesday, 

September 2nd at 10:45 AM in the church kitchen.  
 

WHITE CREEK FALL DINNER… St. John’s Lutheran 

Church – White Creek will be hosting their Fall Dinner 

on Saturday, September 12th from 4-7 PM. Dine In or 

Carry Out (must go through serving line for carry out). 

Menu includes Baked Ham or Turkey, Sage Dressing, 

Real Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Homemade Noodles, 

Green Beans, Home Grown Corn and Desserts. Price for 

the meal will be Adults: $16.00, Children (Ages 3-5) 

$6.00, Children (Ages 6-10) $8.00. Only cash will be 

accepted. 
 

THANKS TO… all who donated food and supported the 

Branaman family through our Rallying for Jax benefit 

meal. Thanks to your generosity, we raised $14,037.97 

for medical and transportation expenses. A special 

thanks to Jim Brock for preparing the pulled pork, Janice 

Hoeltke for the homemade coleslaw, and the 

Bereavement Committee Chairs for organizing the meal.  
 

THANKS FROM… Thank you so much for your 

generous support of my education. You have been an 

integral part of my life for the past eight years and I 

cannot properly express my gratitude for the support 

over the years. I am looking forward to continuing my 

education and serving in a churchwork position. Thank 

you again for all your support! 

    In Christ, Glory Wofford  
 

The Response of God’s People 
Sunday, August 9th 

Divine Service: 420      

Communion: 320 

Sunday School: 177 
 

Offering August 9th 

General Fund: $11,306.22 

  Needed Weekly: $17,721 

Extending Christ’s Love: $1,748.67  

   including $125 Lorraine Whitson Memorials 

 


