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Dear Friends in Christ,

- cross of Christ.

that we find throughout the Scripture.

Sacrament.

A blessed Lenten season to you.

Midweek Lenten Service Themes

March 16%—40 Days of Rain—The Flood

April 6%—A 40 Day Journey—Elijah

Holy Week Services

i

Easter Sunday, April 24%
7 AM Sunrise Devotional Service in the Chapel
8 and 10:45 AM _Festival Communion Services

in Christ's love

gﬂ% 5@;&%%

¢!

On March 9%, we will begin the forty day journey of Lent. During these forty days, our
attention is especially drawn to the suffering and death of Jesus Christ for our salvation.
The season is forty days long to coincide with the number of days Jesus was in the
wilderness tempted by Satan. The focus of this season is a reflection on our sin and what
we deserve because of our sin and God's deep love for us as clearly demonstrated at the

It is our custom at St. Paul to gather for Wednesday evening services during Lent,
beginning with Ash Wednesday. This year we will focus on the number forty during these
services. The number forty appears frequently in the Scriptures. The Great Flood was
forty days. Moses was on the Mount receiving the 10 Commandments forty days. The
Israelites wandered in the wilderness for forty years. There were forty days between
Christ's resurrection and His ascension into heaven. These are just a few of the many 40s

A common thread through all of these occurrences of the number forty in Scripture is
that the number forty is associated with a time of trial, testing, probation, or chastisement.
Certainly Jesus' forty days in the wildemess were a time of testing and trial as He did not
eat and was tempted by the devil. Of course, Jesus stood firm in the face of trial. Since we
can all relate to trials and temptations, | hope that through the study of all these 40s, we
will be encouraged and equipped to stand firm in the midst of trials and troubles relying
not on ourselves but on the strength that God gives to us through His Word and

I hope you will consider including these services as part of your Lenten devotion. The
services begin at 7 PM and are all preceded by a supper at 5:45 PM. The Ash
Wednesday Service will include Communion and the Imposition of Ashes and the
remaining Wednesday evenings will all begin with a hymn sing at 6:45 PM.

March 9% (Ash Wednesday)—40 Days of Temptation—Jesus

March 23—40 Days on the Mountain—Moses and the Ten Commandments
March 30%"—40 Years in the Wilderness—The Wildemess Wanderings

April 13t—40 Days to Repent—Jonah and the city of Nineveh

Palm Sunday, April 17%—38 and 10:45 AM Communion Services with Palm Proceesion
Maundy, Thursday, April 2157 PM Communion Service with Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday, April 22«—7 PM Communion Service with Service of Darkness





















